Shahnoza Xushmurodova
(Samarqand, O’zbekiston)

THE PREDICATE AS A MAIN PART OF A SENTENCE
The predicate is the second principal part of the sentence which expresses an action, state or quality of the person or thing denoted by the subject. It is grammatically dependent upon the subject.

As a rule the predicate contains a finite verb which may express tense, mood, voice, aspect and sometimes person and number. According to the structure and the meaning of the predicate we distinguish two main parts or types: the simple predicate and the compound predicate.

There are some definition of the predicate we arrive:

-the predicate is one of the two main parts of the sentence.

-It denotes the action or property of the thing expressed by the subject.

-It is not dependent on any other part of the sentence.

-Ways of expressing the predicate are varied and their stricture will better be considered under the heading of types of predicate

Here it will suffice to say that among them are: a finite verb form, and variety of phrases, for instance, phrases of the following patterns: “finite verb + infinitive”, “link verb + noun”, “link verb + adjective”, “link verb + preposition +noun”

The assertion that the predicate is not dependent on any other part of the sentence, including the subject, requires some comment. It is sometimes claimed that the predicate agrees in number with the subject: when  the subject in a singular, and when the subject in the plural, the predicate is bound to be in the plural as well. However, this statement is very doubtful. As we have seen above , there is much to be said in favour of the view that the category of number in the predicate in verb is independent of the number in the subject. This is especially confirmed by sentences like. My family are early risers, where the plural number in the link verb shows the plurality of the acting persons, thought the subject noun is in singular. Besides it should be noted that this question of concord is one that belongs to the level off phrases, not to that of the sentence and it’s part. Thus, there seems to be no valid reason for thinking that the predicate is in any way dependent on the subject.

There is a special kind of predicate expressed by a phraseological unit such as to get rid , to toke care, to pay attention, to lose sight , to have a wash, to give a push etc.

When we clear the forests we get rid of such inconvenience. 

I went to the bathroom and had a good wash for it had been dusty journey.

The characteristic feature of this predicate in that the first component for example, the future verb, has lost it’s concrete meaning to a great extent and forms one unit with the noun, consequently, the noun cannot be treated as an object to the verb. This can also be easily proved by the impossibility of putting a question to the second component.

e.g My friend gave me an interesting book to read.

    This man gave a violent start  ‘;

whereas in the first case we easily put a question to the object like what did your friend give you?  In the second case it is impossible we shall threat this kind of predicate as a subdivision of the simple predicate.

For the sake of convenience we shall call it a phareseological predicate 

We distinguish two types of phraseological predicate

1. Word combinations of the  following types: to have a smoke, to have a swim, to have a run, to give a push, to take a look, to take a move

These combinations consist of a future verb which has to a great extent lost its concrete meaning and a noun formed from a verb and mostly used with the indefinite article

I gave a smoke

I gave a push

I gave a start

I had a wash

2. Word combinations of the following type” to get rid, to get hold, to make use, to take care, to loose sight, to make fun, to pay attention, to change ones mind, to take port

The second combination is in most cases an attract noun used without any article.

e.g That’s more than twenty years ago. You were making fun of mother just now. 

The predicate is the member of a predication containing the mood and tense (or only mood) components of predicativity. 

e.g I was thinking that Dinny has probably had no lunch 

The predicate can be a word or a syntactically word-morpheme. When it is a national word, it is not only the structural but the national predicate as well.

When the predicate is a semi-notional verb or a syntactical word morpheme, it is only structural predicate and is usually connected with a notional word which makes the notional predicate.

He was strong enough for that .

We can assist our oppressed brothers in south Africa in their struggle for freedom.

Does anyone know of that but me?   

Syntactically, strong assist, now are complements to the corresponding verbs.

Similarly, if we agree with A.I.Smirnitsky that  have and I have friends is a semi-national predicate.
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