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THE BEST TECHNIQUES FOR LEARNING VOCABULARY

Vocabulary is one of the keys to speaking fluent English. Even if your grammar is perfect, if you don’t know the correct words to express yourself in English, you will find it difficult to speak fluently. Luckily, improving your vocabulary is one of the most fun aspects of learning English. 
Vocabulary is one of the pillars of language learning and especially significant for the advanced learner. Once you are familiar with the basic structures of your target language, you'll want to start saying and understanding more words! One of my students recently asked me:
. So here are my top techniques for learning vocabulary [1, с. 43].
 Write, Look, Cover, Repeat (WLCR)
This is the ultimate classic. For me, vocab learning has always been a notebook and pen type exercise. The physical motion of writing something down is very useful as it satisfies the needs of haptic learners. Take a pad, draw a vertical line in the middle and write the word on one side in your native/source language and on the other side in your target language. Memorise the list, then cover one side and tick off all that you remember. Then repeat.
Supercharging your WLCR
· Add another Write step for all the words you couldn't remember first time round, then start again. And repeat. The list of words you can't remember should get smaller every time.
· Satisfy your aural learning style through the version write, mumble, cover, repeat - speaking out each target language word every time. Or record them all and listen back to the vocabulary list a few times.
· Colour code your list, for example to highlight different genders or word types. (Thanks to David Casey on Facebook for this tip!)
Get them all
This technique is very well suited to learning by immersion. You acquire new words by carrying a dictionary everywhere (anything electric has them on these days) and then making a note of new words wherever you come across them. These form your daily vocabulary list. Learn the words, revisit the source, move on to a related text or video for repetition. Keep going until you remember all (or 80%, 70%...it's your choice!) of the words from your list, then find a new source. Your memory will build the connection between source and vocab, allowing you to remember the word by where you learnt it from [2, с. 21].
 Flashcarding
Flashcards are great for learners who work very well with visual clues. You can either make sets combining an image with a word in the target language, or just write the words in source and target language. Different colours come in handy here, and many online products also offer to make life easier for you.
What makes Flashcarding different from WLCR is that you cannot rely on memorising words by order - they come at you at random and you must be ready for anything. Personally, I perceive this as a hurdle and it's never been my thing. But on the other hand, what better way of preparing for real life?
 Work in a Context
Memory research tells us that building links between data helps us remember things and the way to make sense of that is to put the vocab into use. A classic memory technique would be to connect every word with a strong image (imagine the grumpy ticket clerk huffing and handing you два ьилета). Alternatively, come up with a story that includes all your vocabulary.
Again, immersion is key here and make sure you produce language in context. Write a full sentence using your new word. Update your Facebook in the target language. Use it 5 times in a conversation. Whatever it takes, just make sure you have satisfied both repetition and context.
 Stickies Everywhere
Sticky notes were made to serve as reminders, so we shall use them for that! Put contextual vocabulary in strategic places, or write yourself little messages in the target language. If you have flashcards or prefer larger pieces of paper, why not put your pieces of paper into a clear plastic envelope and stick them in the shower?
 Study Linguistics
Many words are made up of parts of other words. So this one requires a bit of study, but it will make your vocabulary learning the smartest it has ever been. Become familiar with prefixes and suffixes, word roots and common sources of target language words. For example, many European languages  are Latin-based and their words change through little add-ons. 
Everyone has their own way of learning vocabulary. For some people random word lists will seem to be the most appropriate, usually with a translation into the mother tongue. Others will favour some kind of organisation, perhaps organising their vocabulary through topic, word category or word frequency. Some learners will find it effective to use vocabulary exercises in order to acquire new vocabulary, while others will use vocabulary cards and regularly test themselves to check whether new items have been learnt. All of these methods are effective in their own right and will suit different individuals in different ways. What they often do not take account of, however, is the usefulness of the relationships between words themselves within the target language. Exploiting such relationships can be a very effective additional method of organising and storing items of vocabulary and may help learners to learn and remember new items [3, с. 64].
[bookmark: ID_hyponymy]Hyponymy
Chair, bench, armchair, bar-stool, pew, rocking-chair and deck-chair are all types of seat. Thus, they are related to each other as examples of a type and have a one-way relationship with the head-word, seat (a chair is a seat, a bench is a seat and so on, whereas a seat is not necessarily a chair). Similarly, car, bus, van, tram, lorry, motor-cycle and taxi are all types of vehicle. Learners may find it productive to store items of vocabulary under head words like these in the form of simple diagrams or "spider-grams", as follows:

These diagrams can, of course, be added to whenever a new word in this category crops up.
[bookmark: ID_antonymy]Antonymy
Associating words through their opposites appears to be quite a powerful relationship. When asked what word they associate with ‘hot’, many people will immediately answer ‘cold’, rather than, say, ‘desert’, ‘sun’ or ‘weather’. Learners may find it useful to store words with words that convey an opposing concept, for example:
[bookmark: ID_collocation]Collocation
It is clearly useful to learn words which typically "go together", as in ‘perform a task’, ‘make a suggestion’ and ‘do one’s homework’. Words can also be stored in this way in the form of diagrams or mind maps and this may aid recall and memorisation. In the case of verb + noun collocations, they can be organised around the noun as follows:

It can be worthwhile pointing out to learners the advantages of storing items of vocabulary in the above ways. Using such diagrams and mind maps will probably appeal to the more visual type of learner (particularly if different colours are also used) but storing items of vocabulary [4, с. 36].
 Read, read, and read. The more you read -- especially novels and literary works, but also magazines and newspapers -- the more words you'll be exposed to. As you read and uncover new words, use a combination of attempting to derive meaning from the context of the sentence as well as from looking up the definition in a dictionary.
This is an essential activity because reading is the best way to be exposed to a rich and wide vocabulary.
And remember: you can read whatever you want! You can read literature books if that is what you enjoy, but if you don’t, try reading a comic book or a magazine. You can buy a cook book and read that, or read a children’s book to your kids. There are thousands of articles online, news websites…the options are endless. So find something that you like, and read it.
Reading is an easy, fun and relaxing way to boost your language skills. Plus, you will be learning about other things as well: win, win!
Keep a dictionary and thesaurus handy. Use whatever versions you prefer -- in print, software, or online. When you uncover a new word, look it up in the dictionary to get both its pronunciation and its meaning(s). Next, go to the thesaurus and find similar words and phrases -- and their opposites (synonyms and antonyms, respectively) -- and learn the nuances among the words. 
 Use a journal. It's a good idea to keep a running list of the new words you discover so that you can refer back to the list and slowly build them into your everyday vocabulary. Plus, keeping a journal of all your new words can provide positive reinforcement for learning even more words -- especially when you can see how many new words you've already learned. 
 Learn a word a day. Using a word-a-day calendar or Website -- or developing your own list of words to learn -- is a great technique many people use to learn new words. This approach may be too rigid for some, so even if you do use this method, don't feel you must learn a new word every day
[bookmark: _GoBack] Go back to your roots. One of the most powerful tools for learning new words -- and for deciphering the meaning of other new words -- is studying Latin and Greek roots. Latin and Greek elements (prefixes, roots, and suffixes) are a significant part of the English language and a great tool for learning new words [5, с. 49].
 Play some games. Word games that challenge you and help you discover new meanings and new words are a great and fun tool in your quest for expanding your vocabulary. Examples include crossword puzzles, anagrams, word jumble, Scrabble, and Boggle. (Find some word-game Websites at the end of this article.) 
 Engage in conversations. Simply talking with other people can help you learn discover new words. As with reading, once you hear a new word, remember to jot it down so that you can study it later -- and then slowly add the new word to your vocabulary. 
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